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Sekani language 


The Sekani language or Tse’khene is a Northern Athabaskan 
language spoken by the Sekani people of north-central British 
Columbia, Canada. 


Consonants 

Sekani has 33 consonants: 
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Phonology 


Sekani 


Tse'khene 

Native to 

Canada 

Region 

British Columbia 

Ethnicity 

1,410 Sekani 
people (2014, 
FPCC)fd 

Native speakers 

200, 14% of 
ethnic 

population (2016 
census)! 2 ] 

Language 

Dene- 

family 

Yeniseian? 

- Na-Dene 

■ Athabaskan 

■ Northern 
Athabaskan 

■ Sekani 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

sek 

Glottolog 

sekal250 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/sekal2 
50) l 3 ] 




































■ *Sekani, like other Athabaskan languages, does not contrast fricatives with approximants. 

Vowels 



Front Central Back 

High 

i 


u 

Mid 

e 

9 

0 

Low 


a 



Tone 

Sekani has two tones: low and high. High tone is the more common tone. Syllables phonologically marked 
for tone are low. 


Nasalization 

Nasalization of vowels is phonemic and so changes the meaning. 

Sample words 

^ In the practical writing system used here for the Kwadacha Tsek'ene dialect, u represents the mid-central 
vowel, and oo represents the high back rounded vowel. An apostrophe represents a glottal stop, and an 
ogonek under a vowel represents nasalization. 

■ dune man; person 
- till dog 

■ wudzjjh caribou 

■ yus snow 

■ chp rain 

■ k’wus cloud 

■ kwun fire 

■ ’jjbeh summer 

■ too water 

■ mun lake 

■ nun land 

■ tselh axe 

■ 'uke' foot 

■ ’atse my grandfather 

■ ’atsQQ my grandmother 

■ Ihighe’ one 

■ Ihekwudut’e two 

■ tadut’e three 

■ djjdut’e four 

■ 9 yes 






■ Tljj duchQ’ ’ehdasde January 

■ Dahyuse’nukehde wll§ February 

■ Nuts 'iide March 

■ 'Ut'Q' kunuyehde May 

■ Jije diniidulh July 

■ Yhiih nunutsunde wll§ August 

■ Yhiih ukudeh’asde September 

■ ’Udiitl’ph ’uwit’44h October 

■ Yus ’ut’44h November 

■ Khuye ’uwiljah December 


Notes 


1 Sekani language (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/sek/) at Ethnologue (18th ed., 

2015) 

2. Canada, Government of Canada, Statistics. "Language Highlight Tables, 2016 Census - 
Aboriginal mother tongue, Aboriginal language spoken most often at home and Other 
Aboriginal language(s) spoken regularly at home for the population excluding institutional 
residents of Canada, provinces and territories, 2016 Census - 100% Data" (http://wwwl2.state 
an.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/hlt-fst/lang/Table.cfm?Lang=E&T=41&Geo=01). 
wwwl2.statcan.gc.ca. Retrieved 2017-11-17. 

3. Hammarstrom, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Sekani" (http://glottol 
og.org/resource/languoid/id/sekal250) Glottolog 3.0 Jena, Germany: Max Planck Institute for 
the Science of Human History. 

4. FirstVoices: Kwadacha Tsek'ene Community Portal (http://www.firstvoices.com/en/Kwadacha-T 
sekene) 
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